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Entheogenic astrological allegory, or entheogenic astrotheology


Astrotheology provides solidly plausible, satisfying explanations of 
various elements of Christian myths -- answering some questions that 
aren't answered as well using entheogenic allusions. Such 
astrotheology is defined in Acharya S' book _The Christ Conspiracy: 
The Greatest Story Ever Sold_, and early 20th century Christ-myth 
books. An example of astrotheology: the 12 apostles are nameless but 
the number alludes to the 12 signs of the zodiac.

Search my home page for "Christ myth" to find my table of books. 
Search google.com to find her home page, if my page doesn't link to 
it.

The Gnostics, late antiquity, and Mithraism were all extremely 
oriented toward astrology and allegories of it. And these traditions 
used a consumed sacrament connected with death and resurrection. The 
mystery religions used entheogens with an allegorical, largely 
astrological framework, to discover, experience, and transcend cosmic 
determinism. The later mystery religions (125-300 CE) were back-
projected to the age of the fall of the Jerusalem temple to form a 
version of the universal mythic religion that was set in a particular 
historical context -- thus was created catholic Christianity.

Acharya's book has plenty of hooks for the entheogen theory. There 
is a subsection focusing on this subject favorably, and a few other 
mentions of the idea. She says the entheogen theory of the origin of 
the mystery religions is certainly true to some degree but is only 
one part of the puzzle; Christianity was designed to universally 
incorporate all traditions, including entheogen sacraments. 

I make the same limited favorable assessment of her astrotheology 
theory: it is correct, but is only part of the puzzle. Insofar as 
she minimizes the role of entheogens, she builds a theory of 
religion, minus the religious experience -- or at least, minus the 
higher-eschelon religious experience, which can be considered the 
most important layer of religious experience in the multi-layered 
initiation cults.

Like the Gnostic theory of the origin of Christianity put forth by 
Freke and Gandy in their new book Jesus and the Lost Goddess, 
Acharya's theory provides a complex allegorical mythic scheme but on 
the whole, lacks a compelling explanation for the experiential 
aspect; the astrotheology and Gnostic theories lack a compelling 
explanation of how one attained *experience* of the mythic 
allegories. Both theories, however, place a consumed sacrament in 
the very middle of the rites and myths. 

Consume the sacrament, experience the myth and understand its 
spiritual meaning. The complex mythic theories don't put enough 
emphasis on the eucharist as trigger of experience and insight and 
mythic thinking.


Just as I treat received evangelical Christianity as a framework to 
concretize ego-death concepts and experiences, apparently the 
astrotheology out of which Christianity was formed acted as the 
common universal framework for Hellenistic and other religions.

We need a rich cross-understanding of the entheogenic cognitive 
state, astrotheology, and mythic allegory -- how do the three layers 
or threads feed into, support, and give rise to each other? It is a 
mistake to say that Christianity is explained by astrotheology, or is 
simply an allegory for entheogenic experience. 

What Christianity really amounts to at its inspired fountainhead is a 
form of entheogenic astrotheological allegory. 
The characters in the stories "are" astrological elements but just as 
much "are" entheogenic experiences. The god is the plant and 
heavenly elements and sacrament and sacrifice and higher self and 
sacrificed self. I grant astrotheology a premium place of importance 
in the real nature of Christianity, but entheogens are of even more 
special importance. There is a dance of 3 threads -- astrology, 
mythic allegory, and entheogenic cognition. 

Both astrology and entheogenic cognition are too fundamental and 
important to be called merely one element in the catholic universal-
religion mix. I have managed to map entheogenic cognition to 
ordinary Christian allegory so that allegory is a tangible framework 
to convey entheogenic spiritual experiences. Acharya and other 
Christ-myth theorists have mapped Christian allegory to general 
astrological religion.

Right from the start, the proposal for an ancient universal religion 
of entheogenic astrotheology makes sense. Entheogens occur globally, 
and astrology is global. These are two common factors. Entheogens 
bring everyone religious experiencing, and astrology presents 
everyone with interesting lofty patterns of occurrences. 

It is natural to find universally some overlap of entheogenic 
religious experiencing and astrotheology. Entheogens spark the 
imagination in many ways, so we can propose entheogenic astrotheology 
as the highest universal religion, providing allegories and religious 
experiencing in concert. Humanity thus all had a framework and 
inspiration system: entheogenic astrological allegory, out of which 
were formed dying/rising god myths that also related to first-hand 
egodeath experiences and some experiential encounter with time and 
fate as reflected in astrological cycles.


Keywords I'm currently circling in History of Religion books:

Eucharist, sacred meals, sacraments, eat, drink, lord's supper, 
eating the god, God's flesh, wine, vine, plant

fate, providence, grace, will, necessity, control, govern, king, 
soveriegn, power, sacrificial king

time, astrotheology allegory, cosmos, cosmic determinism


It is easy to find eucharistic eating in all Hellenistic religions. 
It has also proven fairly easy to find encounters with fate and time, 
with an attempt to rise above and become free from cosmic 
determinism. What has not been done yet though, is to map eucharists 
with fate-transcendence. The cybernetic theory of ego transcendence 
is distinctive in bringing these together explicitly for the first 
time, with the cognitive transformation of the sense of will and self-
control providing the key link.
 



